Did you know that in many low income families, there are ZERO
age-appropriate books in the home?

The Gift of Reading

How Can You Help?
Donate children’s books to United Way of York County and we will place them in our Reading
Ready Corners, in our Little Free Libraries, or in our Early Literacy 100 Book Challenge.
Please drop off new or gently used books for children of all ages - from birth through
elementary school at 800 E. King Street, York, PA 17403
on Mondays - Fridays between 8:00am and 4:30pm.

Children who have regular access to reading:
• Are strongly linked to improved academic performance
• Demonstrate better focus and concentration
• Improve their communication skills at a young age

United Way of York County

visit: unitedway-york.org/york-reads for our book wish list

United Way of York County Reading Initiatives
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The Early Literacy 100 Book Challenge is a pre-literacy program that encourages
families to read to their children every day. Books are delivered to participating early
education classrooms and the children take them home and track the number of books
they read, with a goal of reading 100 books during the school year. Last year, 21
classrooms across York County participated in the challenge and a total of 56,248
books were read!
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United Way Reading Ready Corners are located in high-traffic areas where children
and adults may experience wait times. The goal is two-pronged: first, to encourage
reading while adults and kids are waiting; and second, to offer the child a book to take
home with them. Since the installation of the first Reading Ready Corner in 2015,
United Way of York County has placed nine total across the county. To date, over 7,200
books have been distributed through our Reading Ready Corners.
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In 2017, United Way of York County began installing Little Free Libraries to provide
additional outlets for distributing books. There are currently two Little Free Libraries
located at the United Way building and at Union Lutheran Church with plans to install
two additional Little Free Libraries in the near future. Almost 1,500 books have been
distributed to date through the Little Free Libraries and United Way staff have been
excited to see children sitting around the libraries with friends and adults reading
together.

Better Start ...
Better Finish.

